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Afghanistan – The Regional Dimension
In the eighth anniversary year of the removal of the Taliban regime many hard facts have come to haunt the international community. The most critical of this is the reckoning that instead of getting bet-ter, the country has slowly slipped into a maze of violence. Outwardly 
the country survives on a large and continuous dose of foreign aid and 
the presence of a massive external military machine. Perhaps it is time to 
take stock of the situation and ask what is ailing the country? There are a 
number of factors contributing to this situation. Some of it owing to the 
situation in Afghanistan itself and some others that have impacted upon it 
from outside. 
In this piece, I explore the role of Afghanistan’s immediate neighbours and inquire where they stand 
when it comes to the long-term survival and viability of Afghanistan. In particular, I probe if its im-
mediate neighbours are a force for progress or a cause of Afghanistan’s slow and steady decline.
Afghanistan is a landlocked Central Asian country. It is surrounded by Uzbekistan in the North, China 
in the East, Iran in the West and Pakistan in the South. When one entertains questions about re-
gional impact on a country’s socioeconomic and political process one naturally turns to its immediate 
neighbours with whom it shares land corridors and frontiers. However, in the case of Afghanistan we 
ought to include another country which does not actually have a common border with the country 
but nonetheless features prominently in its everyday functioning. The country is question is India. 
Not all of the countries mentioned pull equal punches. Though Afghanistan has strong ethnic and 
cultural ties with Uzbekistan, the later has only a marginal impact on what goes on in Afghanistan. 
Similarly, although an emerging superpower, China’s influence in Afghanistan is limited to say the 
least.
Thus, one is left with Iran, India and Pakistan.  It is the role and influence of these three regional 
powers in Afghanistan’s current crisis that I am going to discuss and reflect upon. Now let us concen-
trate on Iran.
IRAN – WAIT AND SEE
What are the current terms of engagement between Kabul and Teheran? How different is it from 
the ties that bound these two in the past? What is the nature of influence that Iran exerts on Af-
ghanistan? Afghanistan was once part of ancient Persian Empire, and so Iran shares strong cultural 
and linguistic ties with Afghanistan. In addition, a sizeable number of Afghans are followers of the 
Shi’a faith. In more recent times, i.e. 1979-2002, Iran was home to the second largest Afghan refugee 
population (amounting to a figure of over 2 million). In spite of these ties, Teheran has had less influ-
ence in Afghan politics vis a vis other neighbours than one might expect. For a start, its involvement 
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in providing support and assistance to the country was erratic. At one point it supported the North-
ern Alliance and other times an assortment of Shi’a rebel groups. But overall compared to other big 
players  Teheran’s involvement in the conflict during Soviet occupation of the country or during the 
civil war years was negligible, to say the least. In addition, it never made good use of the linguistic 
and cultural ties, and when it came to hosting the Afghan refugee population it did not receive any 
international assistance and met the expenses economic and otherwise from its own coffers. 
Teheran was not particularly inter-
ested in rushing into the new political 
process that emerged following the 
end of Taliban rule in 2001.  What 
it oversaw, however, was the repa-
triation of hundreds of thousands 
of Afghan refugees who had been 
living in the country – some for close 
to three-quarters of a century. And it 
was not particularly keen to exert its 
cultural influence in the country as 
Turkey tried to do in Turkic-speaking 
Central Asian countries following the 
collapse of the Soviet Union. 
If anything, Teheran has been a quiet 
player in Afghanistan’s recent history. 
While its actions and involvements would appear passive it has nonetheless been couched in stud-
ied expediency.  For a start, Teheran has realized the negative fall-out of the conflict in its neigh-
bouring state and its long shadow. Thanks to the refugee presence the country did not only find 
itself drained economically, the situation also led to the breakdown of law and order in its eastern 
frontiers. But more importantly the Afghan conflict brought with it drugs and a made a significant 
portion of Iranian citizens drug addicts. It is still suffering from these effects.
But Iran is likely to take a front seat in Afghan affairs in the future. It sits in an enviable position as 
a fast-emerging trading partner with Afghanistan. More Afghan trade has been done through Iran 
in recent years than through any other country. Teheran has been instrumental in building several 
power transmission lines between Torbat-e-Jam in northeastern Iran to Heart in western Afghani-
stan. But most significant of all it has built the 122 Doqarun-Heran highway at a considerable cost. It 
has also taken an active step in Afghanistan’s banking system by opening the Ariyan Bank in Kabul.
In recent years, both Teheran and Kabul have entertained the idea of establishing a free trade area 
in the form of trade league between the two. Iran is likely to emerge as one of the most active 
economic-trade partners of Afghanistan. 
Iranians and Afghans share cordial relationships both at the government and civilian levels. There 
are a whole host of strategic, economic and political issues which connect these two neighbours. 
Both consider each other as strong allies. If there have not been any high profile photo-opportu-
nities between the two it is primarily because Iran, owing to its own tense relations with the West, 
does not want to complicate it further by meddling directly with the United States or the NATO in 
Afghanistan. Thus it would be an understatement to suggest that Teheran is a reluctant player in 
Afghan affairs. If anything, it is going to matter more than perhaps Pakistan in the years to come. 
120 60 0 60 120 180
30
30
0 0
60
30 3090150 90 150
60
120 60 0 60 120 18030 3090150 90 150
60
30
30
60
Equator EquatorEquator
Tropic of Capricorn    (23°27') Tropic of Capricorn (23°27')
Antarctic Circle (66°33')Antarctic Circle (66°33')
Tropic of Cancer (23°27')Tropic of Cancer (23°27')
Arctic Circle (66°33')Arctic Circle (66°33')
Gough Island
(St. Helena)
(St. Helena)
Falkland Islands
(Islas Malvinas)
Bouvet Island
Johnston Atoll
Kingman Reef (U.S.)
Palmyra Atoll (U.S.)
Greenland
and Miquelon
Western
Sahara
Macau
S.A.R.
British Virgin
Islands
Wake Island
Mariana
Puerto
Rico
Guadeloupe (FR.)
Guam
Aruba
Jarvis
Island
(Fr. Poly.)
Christmas Island
Ashmore and
Cartier Islands
(Fr. Poly.)
Coral Sea
Islands
Caledonia
Reunion
(Fr. Poly.)
Norfolk
Island
Heard Island and
McDonald Islands
Cook Islands
F  r  e  n  c  h    P  o  l  y  n  e  s  i  a
(Fr. Poly.)
Pitcairn Islands
Cayman Is.
Navassa
Island
Turks and
Caicos Islands
Bermuda
Martinique (FR.)
(St. Helena)
(Fr. S. and Ant. Lands)
(Fr. S. and Ant. Lands)
(Fr. S. and Ant. Lands)
(Fr. S. and Ant. Lands)
Cocos
(Keeling) Islands
Tromelin Island
Jua  de Nova
Island
Mayotte
Glorioso Islands
Bassas
da India
Europa
Island
Ocean Territory
New
American
Samoa
Niue
Wallis and
Futuna
Tokelau
Howland Island
Baker Island
Northern
Midway
Islands
Islands
Svalbard
Jan Mayen
Faroe
Islands
British Indian
Clipperton Island
Hong Kong
S.A.R.
South Georgia and the
South Sandwich Islands
Anguilla (U.K.)
Montserrat
Neth. Antilles
Ceuta
Melilla
French Guiana
St. Pierre
Gibraltar
St. Helena
(St. Helena)
St. Helena
TRISTAN DA CUNHA
French Southern and Antarctic Lands
Guernsey
Jersey
Isle of
Man
ARCTIC  OCEAN ARCTIC  OCEAN
Hudson
Bay
Black Sea
Philippine
Sea
N O R T H
P A C I F I C
O C E A N
S O U T H
A T L A N T I C
O C E A N
Caspian
Sea
Coral
Sea
I  N  D  I  A  N
O  C  E  A  N
O C E A N
Baltic
Sea
Bengal
S O U T H
O C E A N
Tasman  Sea
Aral
Sea
Lake Balkhash
Lake
Baikal
Ross
Ice Shelf
Bay of
South China
Sea
Barents Sea
Lake
Victoria
Lake
Tanganyika
Ross  Ice  Shelf
ARCTIC   OCEAN
Java Sea
Celebes Sea
Andaman
Sea 
White  Sea
Lake
Ladoga Lake
Onega
Sea of
Japan
Mediterranean Sea
S O U T H
P A C I F I C
O C E A N
S O U T H E R N    O C E A N S O U T H E R N    O C E A N
S O U T H E R N    O C E A N
N O R T H
P A C I F I C
O C E A NYellow
Sea
Amery Ice
Shelf
East China
Sea
P A C I F I C
Red
Sea
Ronne  Ice  Shelf
Bering   Sea
Lake
Nyasa
N O R T H
A T L A N T I C
Lago
Titicaca
Lake
Superior
Lake
Michigan
Lake
Huron
Lake Erie
Lake Ontario
Sea
Arabian
North
Sea
Norwegian
Sea
Greenland   Sea
Beaufort  Sea
Denmark
Strait
Kara Sea
Laptev Sea
East Siberian Sea
Sea of
Okhotsk
Davis
Strait
Baffin
Bay
Caribbean  Sea
Gulf  of  Mexico
Gulf  of  Alaska
Labrador
Sea
Chukchi
 Sea
Banda Sea
Arafura
Sea
Timor
Sea
Luzon
Strait
Gulf
of
Bothnia
Persian
        Gulf
Gulf of Oman
Sea of
Azov
Gulf of
Tonkin
Gulf of
Thailand
Drake
Passage
Ross  Sea
Bellingshausen Sea
Amundsen Sea
Great Australian
Bight
G
reat
Barrier
Reef
Gulf of
Carpentaria
Bay of
Biscay
     Sea
Laccadive
Mozambique
Channel
Gulf of Aden
Gulf of
St. Lawrence
Lake
Winnipeg
Slave Lake
Bear Lake
Great
Great
Gulf of Guinea
Celtic
Sea
Ross  Sea
Scotia Sea
Weddell  Sea
CUBA
COLOMBIA
PERU
BOLIVIA
CHILE
PAPUA
NEW GUINEA
ZEALAND
C A N A D A
MEXICO
BELIZE
HONDURAS
NICARAGUAEL SALVADOR
GUATEMALA
COSTA
RICA PANAMA
R  U  S  S  I  A
C H I N A
SURINAME
THE
BAHAMAS
(U.K.)
THE GAMBIA
SWAZILAND
ZIMBABWE
ZAMBIA
ANGOLA COMOROS
SEYCHELLES
TANZANIA
AFRICA
SOUTH
KENYA
UGANDA
CENTRAL
AFRICAN REPUBLIC
YEMENN I G E R
LIBERIA
CAMEROON
GABON
EQUATORIAL GUINEA
GUINEAGUINEA-BISSAU
M A L I
MAURITANIA
SENEGAL
CAPE VERDE
NORWAY
SWEDEN
FINLAND
FRANCE
SPAIN
EST.
LAT.
LITH.
ITALY
TUNISIA
LAOS
JAPAN
PHILIPPINES
MARSHALL
ISLANDS
SOLOMON
ISLANDS
FIJI
TONGA
K  I  R  I  B  A  T  I
(FRANCE)
(administered by U.K.,
claimed by ARGENTINA)
(CHILE)
(NORWAY)
(administered by U.K.,
claimed by ARGENTINA)
(CHILE)
(SOUTH AFRICA)
(AUSTL.)
(AUSTL.)
(N.Z.)
(N.Z.)
(N.Z.)
(N.Z.)
(N.Z.)
(N.Z.)
(N.Z.)
(FRANCE)
(N.Z.)
(JAPAN)
(N.Z.)
(EQUA. GUI.)
(BRAZIL)
(BRAZIL)
(BRAZIL)
(FRANCE)
(YEMEN)
(SP.)
(PORT.)
(PORT.)
(U.K.)
(DEN.)
U.S.
(U.K.)
THAILAND
BANGLADESH
CAMBODIA
VIETNAM
(INDIA)
MALDIVES
SRI
LANKA
SINGAPORE
BRUNEI
M    A    L    A    Y    S    I    A
I     N     D     O     N     E     S     I     A
(AUSTL.)
(AUSTL.)
TIMOR-LESTE
A  U  S  T  R  A  L  I  A
NEW
(U.S.)
(U.S.)
NORTH KOREA
MOROCCO
(FRANCE)
(NETH.)
(NETH.)
TRINIDAD AND
TOBAGO
DOMINICAN
REPUBLIC
JAMAICA
(U.S.)
PARAGUAY
ICELAND
UNITED
KINGDOMIRELAND (U.K.)
(U.K.)
(U.K.)
LIECH.
SWITZ.
LUX.
CZECH REP.
SLOVAKIA
ROMANIA
ALB.
BELARUS
SYRIA
CYPRUS
LEBANON
Indian
claim1972
Line of Control
Line of 
Actual
Control
(DENMARK)
U K R A I N E
MOLDOVA
GEORGIA
AZERBAIJANARMENIA
U N I T E D     S T A T E S
U.S.
(U.S.)
K  I  R  I  B  A  T  I
I R A N
IRAQ
AFGHANISTAN
PAKISTAN
ANDORRA
SAN
MARINO
AUSTRIA
HUNGARY
SERBIA
MONT.
KOS.
CROATIA
SLOVENIA
BURMAI N D I A
NEPAL
BHUTAN
T U R K E Y
(U.S.)
(U.S.)
(U.S.)
(U.S.)
(U.S.)
NAURU
(FR.)
B R A Z I L
A L G E R I A
L I B Y A
E G Y P T
A n t a r c t i c a
BOS. &
HER.
(U.K.)
(U.S.)
NIGERIA
SAMOA
(U.K.)
VATICAN
CITY
(SP.)
(U.K.)
(SP.)
(IT.)
(SP.)
(FR.)
(IT.)
MALTA
NETH.
BELGIUM
DENMARK
JORDAN
ISRAEL
(GR.)
KUWAIT
BAHRAIN
QATAR UNITED ARAB
EMIRATES
OMAN
OMAN
GERMANY
POLAND
ST. VINCENT AND
THE GRENADINES
GRENADA
BARBADOS
ST. LUCIA
DOMINICA
ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA
ST. KITTS AND NEVIS
(ECUADOR)
(FRANCE)
(FRANCE)
(FRANCE)
M O N G O L I A
DJIBOUTI
BOTSWANA
NAMIBIA
TURKMENISTAN
UZBEKISTAN
KYRGYZSTAN
TAJIKISTAN
(FRANCE)
ANGOLA
(Cabinda)
(FRANCE)
(FRANCE)
(AUSTL.)
(AUSTL.)
(AUSTL.)
BULGARIA
RUSSIA
GUYANA
URUGUAY
ECUADOR
(CHILE)
(CHILE)
(FRANCE)
(U.K.)
(NORWAY)
(NORWAY)
BENIN
TOGO
D'IVOIRE
CÔTE
SAUDI
ARABIA
SIERRA
LEONE
(MEXICO) ERITREA
SOUTH  
KOREA
GREECE
MACEDONIA
(KIRIBATI)
(BRAZIL)
MAURITIUSMADAGASCAR
(AUSTL.)(administered by FRANCE,
claimed by COMOROS)
(U.K.)
PALAU
VANUATU
TUVALU
BURKINA
FASO
U. S.
ARGENTINA
PORTUGAL
MONACO
LESOTHO
(FRANCE)
(U.S.)
(N.Z.)
(INDIA)
(INDIA)
(COSTA RICA)
(COLOMBIA)
(CHILE)
CHAD
Occupied by the SOVIET UNION in 1945,
administered  by RUSSIA, claimed by JAPAN
(JA
PA
N
)
( J
A
P
A
N
)
(U.K.)
VENEZUELA
GHANA
S U D A N
RWANDA
BURUNDI
MALAWI
MOZAMBIQUE
ETHIOPIA
SOMALIA
FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA
HAITI
REP. OF
THE
CONGO
DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC
OF THE CONGO
SAO TOME AND PRINCIPE
K A Z A K H S T A N
(U.K.)
Taiwan
Twenty-one of 28 Antarctic consultative nations have made no 
claims to Antarctic territory (although Russia and the United States 
have reserved the right to do so) and they do not recognize the 
claims of the other nations.
Kabul
Tirana
Algiers
Pago Pago
Luanda
Buenos Aires
Yerevan
Canberra
Vienna
Baku
Nassau
Manama
Dhaka
Minsk
Brussels
Belmopan
Porto-
Novo
Thimpu
La Paz
Sarajevo
Gaborone
Brasilia
Bandar Seri
Begawan
Sofia
Ouagadougou
Rangoon
Bujumbura
Phnom
Penh
Yaounde
Ottawa
Praia
Bangui
N'Djamena
Santiago
Beijing
Bogota
Moroni
San José
Yamoussoukro
Zagreb
Havana
Nicosia
Prague
Kinshasa
Copenhagen
Djibouti
Santo
Domingo
Dili
Quito
Cairo
San Salvador
Malabo
Asmara
Tallinn
Addis
Ababa
Stanley
Tórshavn
Palikir
Suva
Helsinki
Paris
Cayenne
Papeete
Libreville
Banjul
Tbilisi
Berlin
Accra
Athens
Nuuk
(Godthåb)
Hagåtña
Guatemala
Conakry
Bissau
Georgetown
Port-au-
Prince
Tegucigalpa
Budapest
Reykjavík
New
Delhi
Jakarta
Tehran
Baghdad
Dublin
Tel Aviv-Yafo
Jerusalem
Rome
Kingston
Tokyo
Amman
Astana
Nairobi
Tarawa
Kuwait
Bishkek
Vientiane
Riga
Beirut
Maseru
Monrovia
Tripoli
Vilnius
Luxembourg
Skopje
Pristina
Antananarivo
Lilongwe
Kuala
Lumpur
Male
Bamako
Valletta
Majuro
Nouakchott
Port Louis
Mexico
Chisinau
Ulaanbaatar
Podgorica
Rabat
Maputo
Windhoek
Yaren
District
Kathmandu
Amsterdam
Noumea
Wellington
Managua
Niamey
Abuja
Pyongyang
Saipan
Oslo
Muscat
Islamabad
Melekeok
Panama
Port
Moresby
Asunción
Lima
Manila
Adamstown
Warsaw
Lisbon
Doha
Brazzaville
Saint-
Denis
Bucharest
Moscow
Kigali
Apia
Sao Tome
Riyadh
Dakar
Belgrade
Victoria
Freetown
Singapore
Bratislava
Ljubljana
Honiara
Mogadishu
Pretoria
Seoul
Madrid
Colombo
Khartoum
Paramaribo
Longyearbyen
Mbabane
Stockholm
Bern
Damascus
Dushanbe
Dar es Salaam
Bangkok
Lomé
Nuku'Alofa
Port-of-Spain
Tunis
Ankara
Ashgabat
Funafuti
Kampala
Kyiv
Abu
Dhabi
London
Washington DC
Montevideo
Tashkent
Port-Vila
Caracas
Hanoi
Mata-Utu
Sanaa
Lusaka
Har re
Kandaha¯r
Constantine
Oran
Namibe
Bahía Blanca
Comodoro
Rivadavia
Córdoba
La Plata
Mar del Plata
Mendoza Rosario
San Miguel
de Tucumán
Adelaide
Alice Springs
Brisbane
Cairns
Darwin
Hobart
Melbourne
Newcastle
Perth
Sydney
Wollongong
Chittagong
Khulna
Homyel
Cochabamba
Santa
CruzSucre
Belém
Belo
Horizonte
Campinas
Campo
Grande
Curitiba
Florianópolis
Fortaleza
Goiânia
João Pessoa
Joinville
Maceió
Manaus
Natal
Pôrto
Alegre
Pôrto Velho Recife
Rio de
Janeiro
Salvador
Santos
São Luís
São Paulo
Teresina
Uberlândia
Vitória
Mandalay
Nay Pyi
Taw
Douala
Alert
Calgary
Churchill
Edmonton
Fort McMurray
Halifax
Happy Valley-
Goose Bay
Iqaluit
Kuujjuaq
Montréal
Pond Inlet
Prince
George
Québec
Resolute
Saskatoon
Toronto
Vancouver
Whitehorse
Winnipeg
Antofagasta
Concepción
Puerto Montt
Punta Arenas
Valparaiso
Baotou
Changchun
Changsha
Chengdu
Chongqing
Dalian
Datong
Fuzhou
Guangzhou
Guiyang
Hangzhou
Harbin
Hefei
Jilin
Jinan
Kunming
Lanzhou
Lhasa
Nanchang
Nanjing
Nanning
Nantong
Ningbo
Qingdao
Shanghai
Shantou
Shenyang
Shijiazhuang
Taipei
Taiyuan
Tianjin
Ürümqi
Wuhan
Xiamen
Xi'an
Yantai
Zhanjiang
Zhengzhou
Zibo
Barranquilla
Cali
Cartagena
Cúcuta
Medellín
Abidjan
Kisangani
Lubumbashi
Mbuji-Mayi
Santiago
Guayaquil
Alexandria
Aswa¯n
Bordeaux
Lille
Lyon
Marseille
Toulouse
Cologne
Frankfurt 
Hamburg
Munich
Qaanaaq (Thule)
A¯gra
Ahmada¯ba¯d
Bengaluru
Bhopa¯l
Calicut
Chennai
Cochin
Coimbatore
Hydera¯ba¯d
Indore
Jaipur
Jamshedpur
Ka¯npur
Kolkata
Lucknow
Ludhia¯na
Madurai
Mumbai
Na¯gpur
Patna
Pune
Su¯rat
Vijayawa¯da
Visha¯khapatnam
Bandung
Banjarmasin
Denpasar
Kupang
Jayapura
Makassar
Malang
Medan
Padang
Palembang
Pekanbaru
Pontianak Samarinda
Semarang Surabaya
Tanjungkarang-
Telukbetung
Ahva¯z
Es¸faha¯n
Kermanshah
Mashhad
Qom
Za¯heda¯n
Al Bas¸rah
Arbil
Mo ul
Genoa
Milan
Naples
Palermo
Turin
Fukuoka
Hiroshima
Nagoya
O¯saka
Sapporo
Yokohama
Almaty
Kashi
Hera¯t
Aqtaü
(Aktau)
Atyraü
Qaraghandy
(Karaganda)
Shymkent
Mombasa
Blantyre
Tombouctou
Acapulco 
Cancún
Chihuahua
Ciudad
Juarez
Guadalajara
León
Matamoros
Mérida
Mexicali
Monterrey
Oaxaca
Puebla
San Luis
Potosí
Tijuana
Toluca
Torreón
Casablanca Fès
Marrakech
Laayoune
Beira
Walvis Bay
Auckland
Christchurch
Ibadan
Kano
Lagos
Ogbomoso
Faisala¯ba¯d
Hydera¯ba¯d
Kara¯chi
Lahore
Multa¯n
Pesha¯war
Quetta
Colón
Arequipa
Cusco
Iquitos
Trujillo
Cebu 
DavaoZamboanga
Kraków
Porto
San Juan
Pointe-Noire
Anadyr'
Arkhangel'sk
Astrakhan'
Barnaul
Chelyabinsk
Cherskiy
Irkutsk
Izhevsk
Kazan'
Khabarovsk
Krasnoyarsk
Magadan
Murmansk
Nizhniy
Novgorod
Noril'sk
NovosibirskOmsk
Orenburg
Perm'
Petropavlovsk-
Kamchatskiy
Pevek
Provideniya
Rostov
Saint Petersburg
Samara
Saratov
Tiksi
Tomsk
Tyumen'
UfaUl'yanovsk
Vladivostok
Volgograd
Voronezh
Yakutsk
Chita
Yaroslavl'
Yekaterinburg
Jiddah
Mecca
Ka sala
Nyala
Medina
Hargeysa
Cape Town
Durban
Johannesburg
Port
Elizabeth
Pusan
Barcelona
Bilbao
Málaga
Sevilla
Valencia
Jub
Omdurman
Port Sudan
Aleppo
Kao-hsiung
Dodoma
Chiang
Mai
Adana
Bursa
Gaziantep
Istanbul
I
.
zmir
Konya
Donets'k
Kharkiv
L'viv
Odesa
Belfast
Birmingham
Glasgow
Leeds
Anchorage
Atlanta
Austin
Baltimore
Barrow
Boston
Charlotte
Chicago
Cincinnati
Cleveland
Dallas
Denver
Detroit
El Paso
Fairbanks
Honolulu
Houston
Indianapolis
Jacksonville
Juneau
Kansas City 
Las Vegas
Los Angeles
Miami
Milwaukee
Minneapolis
Nashville
New
Orleans
New York
Nome
Oklahoma City
Orlando
Philadelphia
Phoenix
Pittsburgh
Portland
Providence
Buffalo
Sacramento
Saint
Louis
Salt Lake City
San
Antonio
San Diego
San Francisco
Seattle
Tampa
Norfolk
Ciudad
Guayana
Maracaibo
Valencia
Da Nang
Haiphong
Ho Chi Minh
City
Aden
Ndola
Bulawayo
Shira¯z¯
Tabriz¯
Al Jizah¯
Bangha¯zi¯
Lódz.
QUEEN ELIZABETH
ISLANDS
KURIL
ISLANDS
Wrangel
Island
NEW SIBERIAN ISLANDS
SEVERNAYA
ZEMLYA
FRANZ JOSEF
LAND
NOVAYA
ZEMLYA
Ellesmere
Island
Banks
Island
Victoria
BaffinIsland
Island
Rockall
SakhalinIsland of
Newfoundland
Sardinia
Sicily
Crete
Marcus Island
Hainan
Dao
Socotra
PENEDOS DE
SÃO PEDRO E SÃO PAULO
Kiritimati
(Christmas Island)
Annobon
Diego
Garcia
Martin Vaz
Trindade
Isla San Ambrosio
Easter Island
Lord Howe
Island
Île Amsterdam
Île Saint-Paul
Tasmania
Campbell
Island
Macquarie
Island
GALAPAGOS
ISLANDS
HAWAIIAN ISLANDS
ÎLES MARQUISES
SOCIETY
ISLANDS
ÎLES TUBUAI
ARCHIPEL DES TUAMOTU
ARCHIPIÉLAGO
JUAN FERNÁNDEZ
SOUTH ORKNEY
ISLANDS
PRINCE EDWARD
ISLANDS
ÎLES CROZET
ÎLES KERGUELEN
CHATHAM ISLANDS
BOUNTY ISLANDS
SNARES ISLANDS
ANTIPODES ISLANDS
AUCKLAND
ISLANDS
KERMADEC
ISLANDS
SPRATLY
ISLANDS
NICOBAR
ISLANDS
PARACEL
ISLANDS
AZORES
CANARY ISLANDS
MADEIRA
ISLANDS
ISLAS
REVILLAGIGEDO
ANDAMAN
ISLANDS
LAKSHADWEEP
Isla de
Malpelo
Isla del Coco
Isla Sala y Gómez
ARQUIPÉLAGO DE
FERNANDO DE NORONHA
Isla San Felíx
N
 A
 M
 P O
  -  S H
 O
 T O
-
-
Okinawa
R
 Y
 U
 
K
 
Y
 
U
 
  
I
 
S
 
L
 
A
 
N
 
D
 
S
BALEARIC
ISLANDS
Corsica
Ascension
ALEU
TIAN
 ISLA
NDS
A L E U T I A N    I S L A
N D
S
 803370AI (G00010) 4-08
Bermuda
AUSTRALIA
Sicily / AZORES
 
Dependency or area of special sovereignty
Capital
Scale 1:35,000,000
standard parallels 38°N and 38°S
Robinson Projection
Island / island group
Independent state
Political Map of the World, April 2008
April 2008
Boundary representation is not necessarily authoritative.
Source: www.cia.gov
19
INDIA – NERVOUS OPTIMISM
In spite of having no land-corridor with Afghanistan, India has always been a key player in Afghan 
politics. Why so? Cultural linkages and some shared historical experiences contributed to a close 
relationship, and following its independence, New Delhi started to look at Kabul for both diplomatic 
and strategic partnership. Thus India has always supported the status quo in Afghanistan, with the 
exception of the period when the Taliban was in power.
New Delhi’s charm offensive in Afghanistan has led to the largest ever Indian reconstruction aid to 
the country. Between 2001 and 2008 India provided around $1,300 million to Afghanistan, most of it 
for infrastructure development in the country. In particular, this aid has been geared towards build-
ing of roads, power plants, telecommunications, educational support, and health care. Among other 
symbolic use of this aid has been the construction of the new Afghan parliament by Indian economic 
aid and assistance. On the diplomatic and bureaucratic front New Delhi has been instrumental in 
training the Afghan police force, diplomatic personnel and civil servants. 
Released from the close constricting grip of the Taliban, Afghans have flocked in large numbers to 
Indian cultural exports to the country. This includes Indian TV soap operas, musicals and Bollywood 
movies. Given that both countries have shared linguistic and cultural ties this would come as no 
surprise. But the ability to appreciate these cultural imports has most certainly endeared India much 
closer to the Afghans. More than the economic aid and nurturing of the bureaucracy and the police 
service this cultural export will prove crucial in Afghan-India relations in future. 
In the post-Taliban phase New Delhi’s cozying up to Kabul would appear to be based on two specific 
interests: first, to curtail the influence of Pakistan in the region; and second to use Afghanistan as a 
gateway to the energy-rich Central Asian states such as Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan. 
Is this a one-way relationship? Perhaps not. Kabul on its part looks to New Delhi for both economic 
assistance (it is confident of India’s long-term assistance even after the departure of allied powers); 
and more importantly, Kabul aims to use New Delhi as a bulwark against Islamabad – as a counter-
weight in its relationship with Pakistan.
PAKISTAN – THORN IN THE FLESH?
Of all the countries in the region, Pakistan features prominently in Afghanistan’s recent history. Its 
ties are like the roots of a giant tree spreading across the geographical divide that demarcates Paki-
stan and Afghanistan. The past three decades of Afghanistan’s past is deeply intertwined with that 
of Pakistan. Suffice to say one cannot understand Afghanistan without immersing oneself in to the 
goings on in Pakistan in the recent past. Thus it is natural that we spend a little extra space to discuss 
the Islamabad-Kabul connection in the current context in order to make some credible prognosis on 
Afghanistan’s future. 
It is in this context that we need to assess the bilateral relationship between Islamabad and Kabul. It 
was long argued by the Kabul government that the military regime that ruled Pakistan until recently 
was lukewarm to its espionage agency Inter Service Intelligence (ISA) providing crucial logistical 
and military support to the insurgent Taliban. With the coming to power of a civilian government 
in Islamabad there has been some thawing of the relationship between the two. In December 2008 
President Zardari paid a visit to Kabul to meet his counterpart Hamid Karzai where the discussions 
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were said to be cordial.
Notwithstanding these improved relations deep tensions remain between the two. Some of it has to 
do with the internal situation in Pakistan itself, over which the government has very little control. 
The Taliban’s supposed claim that they have “nothing to talk about” (so far as some form of recon-
ciliation and rapprochement with the government is Kabul is concerned) draws its strength directly 
from what is happening across the border in Pakistan’s North West Frontier Province (NWFP). In 
this largely ungoverned part of Pakistan the Taliban has now managed to establish its stronghold 
from where it operates and raises strikes against Afghan interests. This region of Pakistan is at best 
ungovernable and at worst anarchical, and remains the key factor in relations both between the two 
governments and their relations with international powers.
THE SHAPE OF THINGS TO COME…
Of the three key players discussed above Iran seems likely to emerge as a soft good neighbour. By 
contrast Pakistan and India - owing to their own traditional rivalry - may push Afghanistan in differ-
ent directions. 
As Robert Kaplan has noted, Afghanistan has been a prize that Pakistan and India have fought over 
directly and indirectly for decades. If anything, this competition over Afghanistan and the resulting 
fireworks are likely to intensify in future.  These in turn will endanger Afghanistan’s future stabil-
ity and prosperity. Thanks to New Delhi’s aggressive overtures Pakistan feels isolated from Afghan 
affairs and has pointed time and again that New Delhi’s ‘growing influence in Kabul’ aims to isolate 
Pakistan and encircle it by constructing a host of strategic partners all around it. This apprehension 
has not gone unnoticed in New Delhi.  The Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh has gone on 
record suggesting that the Indian-Afghanistan relationship is ‘not only beneficial to the two coun-
tries but vital for peace and stability in the entire region’. Reading between the lines this would 
imply reducing Pakistani power in the region. It is precisely because of this fear that Islamabad has 
such an ambivalent relationship with the neo-Taliban. Plenty of hawks in Pakistan believe it is only 
by supporting the neo-Taliban that it can curtail India’s influence. It does not matter if the clock is 
turned back for Afghanistan. 
In the end, while Islamabad views Afghanistan as the pawn that can balance India, New Delhi sees 
the country as a counterweight against its arch rival. It will be interesting to see which of these two 
powers gain an upper hand in Afghanistan, and more importantly, who succeeds in maintaining 
their elevated status. 
